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ADVOCATE OF PEACE 
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The assembly of delegates from the three Scandina- 
vian groups of the Interparliamentary Union convened 
at Copenhagen July 4 and 5. The order of the day for 
the assembly, the third of the conference, was as follows : 

1. The problem of international armaments. 

2. The participation by the three Scandinavian countries in 

the work of the reconstruction of economic life. 

3. The three Scandinavian countries and the League of 

Nations. 

It appears that nineteen delegates from each of the 
three groups took part in the conference. 

At this writing, August 17, the Interparliamentary 
Union is holding its nineteenth annual meeting in Stock- 
holm, Sweden. The headquarters are at the Grand 
Hotel. 

The Manchester Ouardian reports, with something like 
pleasure not to be expected in such a journal, that good 
authority has it that the Mad Mullah of Somaliland "is 
dead at last." He is described by the Guardian as having 
been a vague and threatening figure in the borderlands 
of the Empire, who bobbed up and down to the infinite 
annoyance and disconcertment of Foreign Secretaries 
and local generals during a period of 20 years or more. 
Also, it appears that he was a frequent text for sermons 
on the responsibilities that go with the pleasures of the 
British Empire. But, somehow, the Guardian seems un- 
able quite to understand why it all should have been so. 
It says : 

No one ever pretended that there was either attraction or 
profit about Somaliland. The desert, as the late Lord 
Salisbury once said of another part of Africa, is decidedly 
"light soil" ; the inhabitants were composed of friendly and 
unfriendly tribes, neither of them agreeable people, and the 
friendly among them usually under the necessity of being 
rescued at our expense from the unfriendly. There was no 
strong reason that the average man could see why we should 
have gone to or stayed in Somaliland at all, except that, as 
the sermons said, it was part of the white man's burden 
which it was somehow wrong to put down. 

The Mullah was a burden, certainly. His tactics were to 
advance toward the coast, raiding the friendly tribes. When 
he had approached sufficiently near to be irritating, we made 
a "campaign," the Mullah was defeated; he withdrew into 
the desert, we withdrew toward the coast; the Mullah ad- 
vanced again, and the process was repeated. If 20 years 
of this kind of thing indicated any one's madness, it was, 
perhaps, not the Mullah's. 

The Guardian goes on to explain that the Mad Mullah 
was not mad at all, but was, in fact, a devout dervish, 
who won and kept adherents to his faith by a certain 
violent holiness. It appears that he suffered downfall 
sometime before his death, because he persisted in his 
violently holy methods, and did not take due cognizance 
of late advances in warfare. He established himself in a 
strong stone fortress, it is said, and that turned out to be 
a perfect target for the new weapon of the air. The air- 
men proved it to the Mullah in a way that probably 
would have earned him the descriptive prefix of his 
name, had he not acquired it before, for they bombed him 
into desert, actually setting his clothes on fire during the 
fighting from the air, and after thev had him in the 



desert, they bombed him again. The last the airmen 
saw of the Mad Mullah, he was headed across the desert 
for the Abyssinian border. Bather pensively, the Guard- 
ian concludes its remarks in this wise : 

In his time he cost us pretty heavily in men and money, 
and no one can say that we have gained anything in Somali- 
land or should have lost anything if we had left the hinter- 
land to him and his dervishes. It is not as though there 
were any oil fields in Somaliland. 

"If," says the London Economist, expressing a grow- 
ing conviction in England, "the United States — now the 
richest and potentially the strongest country in the 
world — is determined to possess a navy as strong as ours, 
nothing that we can do will prevent them. If we are so 
foolish as to enter into naval rivalry with America, and 
build against America, we shall most certainly be out- 
built. In the meantime, both America and Great Britain 
will have wasted invaluable resources and worked up an 
inflammable mass of national ill-feeling. An under- 
standing between the United States and Great Britain is 
easier to achieve than one between the United States and 
Japan, although it is clear that Japan is much more 
willing now than in the past to contemplate a limit to 
naval rivalry." 

LETTER BOX 



Dear Advocate of Peace: 



Los Angeles, California. 



It gives me great pleasure to have achieved by consider- 
able self-denial one of the sums of $100 (one hundred dol- 
lars) which will enable the Advocate of Peace to continue 
its beneficent work indefinitely or until no further effort for 
domestic or international peace shall be necessary. 

My favorite dream is that this beloved country of ours 
shall some day become so civilized that no aggressive war 
can be waged by the United States without a plebiscite of 
the whole country, in which case a possibly inferior presi- 
dential candidate and his "come-by-chance" Cabinet and 
Tom, Dick, and Harry Legislative Assembly can order the 
flower of our youth out to shoot to kill (or be killed) with- 
out the slightest hatred or malice on either side, or be 
mowed down by machine-guns or choked by poison gas, the 
comparatively few war-makers never endangering their 
skins in the least, the ones who order the wars never being 
the ones to fight. Oh, how I hate the costly, blind anachro- 
nism of a war in the twentieth century — "a war to do away 
with war," which has left a legacy of from twenty to thirty 
wars in its train ! My heart bleeds for every mother, wife, 
sister, or sweetheart who has been bereaved; and yet an- 
other whooping up with drums and flags would doubtless 
bring on another harvest of victims. Will the women, who 
suffer most, not set themselves against it, in the United 
States at least? I do not know. Humans seem to be still 
such sheep! If Heaven would at least send us common 
sense ! 

Well, I am 85 years old and I rejoice that my family 
(Americans for centuries) have always, so far as I know, 
been on the side of reforms such as you work for. My 
father was a furtherer of the "Underground Railway" and 
"stumped" the State of Michigan for James G. Birney (anti- 
slavery candidate for the Presidency in 1840), and was such 
a "conscientious objector" that he allowed his property to 
be distrained upon rather than pay a tax which went against 
his principles. My mother worked for antislavery all her 
life, and attended the first Woman's Rights convention (I 
believe). So you see we have been in your line all our lives. 
Now, peace — wisdom-founded and toorfc-promoted — is my 
hope and my prayer, and I believe that the American Peace 
Society is its most important promoter at this moment. 

Respectfully, (Miss) Cordelia Kirkland. 



